Suffering and Evil worksheet

1. Collect newspaper articles/magazines. Go through them and find 10 stories involving different types of suffering. Draw a table showing the following:

· A few sentences saying what the story is about. Identify the suffering.

· Who is the cause of the suffering God or Man or both? (In your opinion)

· Is it natural or moral evil that has caused the suffering? (In your opinion)

E.g

	Story
	God/Man/Both
	Natural/Moral

	An earthquake kills many people in South America.
	God
	Natural


2. “Where was God on September 11th”? What problems might an event such as Sept. 11th pose to Christians and Jews?

Complete an assignment answering the above question?

Guidelines:

· A brief explanation of what happened on September 11th and also the consequences of this event.

· What questions did an event like this make people ask about God?

· How does a Christian respond to evil and suffering?

· How does a Jew respond to evil and suffering? You might like to give the Holocaust as an example of huge scale suffering for Jews as many kept their faith during the holocaust but many questioned – “where was God in the concentration camps”?

· Conclusion do you think big disasters like September 11th and the Holocaust makes people question the existence of God?

· Do you think that the Christians and Jews answers to the question of evil and suffering are correct? Give reasons for your answers.

